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 March Monthly Meeting 

Date: March 11,  2019 

Location: Knox Presbyterian Church, 89 Dunn Street  

Set-up Volunteers:   Marion Campbell, Margaret Found, Larry Urbanoski, Marie Decker 

Hospitality Volunteers:   Marion Campbell, Margaret Found  

Flower Show Clerks: Photography - Kim Peel and Beryle Lowther 

Oakville Horticultural Society March  2019  

 

  

Brenda Van Ryswyk grew up in the rural areas south 

of Ottawa and has been working with Conservation 

Halton for over 14 years as a Natural Heritage 

Ecologist. Her main job responsibilities include plant 

and wildlife inventories which is a great match for her 

love of the outdoors. Also an avid gardener she has 

begun to promote the concept that our backyard 

landscaping can be functional (benefit our local 

wildlife) as well as beautiful (and you can have a 

traditional looking home landscape while 

incorporating native plants). Being a bit of a research 

junkie she is happy to share what sheôs learned and 

encourage others to do what they can to help local 

bees and butterflies. 

Her presentation at our next meeting will be: 

ñGardening for Pollinatorsò. 
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March is finally here and hopefully we will see an end to Old Man Winter 

real soon. I hope everyone has had time to rejuvenate themselves 

because soon enough we will be knee deep in our gardens. 

February was a busy month for us. Fun with Flowers was another great 

success. A job well done Florenda and Sheelagh who co-chaired and 

thanks to all the volunteers that were a part of this wonderful family activity.  

Our volunteers are just the best. I cannot gush enough about them. Also,  

another thank you to Celia for providing her expertise, skill and design knowledge to the 

participants. The turnout was fabulous and all those who attended seem to thoroughly enjoy 

themselves. 

Seedy Sunday was a positive venture from the feedback that I have received.  Helen has had many 

inquiries into the Junior Garden Program.  Margaret Larson had a table right beside us offering 

information on her passion ï Monarch butterflies. The event was well attended. There was a wealth 

of knowledge being shared by the various speakers including our own; David Marshall ï well done. 

Other interesting participants with booths included the Ontario Rock Garden Society and Oakville 

Green to name just a couple. I would like to say a great big Thank You to all those that helped at 

this event. It would not have been possible if it werenôt for your time and effort. 

The coming months are also busy ones and I would like to extend an encouraging call to all 

members. Help can come in many forms so even a little assistance can go a long way. 

Wendy Funk-Death 

ñSpringtime is the land awakening. The March winds are the morning yawn.ò Lewis Grizzard. 
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March is Photography Month  
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Mary Cameron won 
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 Marie Decker  

Jean Latham and  

Marie Decker  Heather Reccord and  

Paula Clayton  

Mary Cameron and  

Marie Decker  

Photograph attributed to:  LARRY URBANOSKI 

Fun With Flowers a Winner Again!  

ñWho likes flowers on this snowy day?ò This was the question posed to the crowd assembled at 

the start of each of the four flower arranging sessions held at the Iroquois Ridge Community 

Centre on Monday, February 18th ï Family Day.  Of course, all hands shot up with enthusiasm.  

This free flower arranging workshop for kids and their adult companions has been a huge hit for 

several years now thanks to the Oakville Horticultural Societyôs (OHS) many volunteers who 

undertake to find sponsors and organize this much anticipated event.  Estimates put attendance 

at well over 150 children and adults.      

The many Oakville Horticultural Society (OHS) volunteers worked hard before and during the 

dayôs event to make it happen.  On the day of the event, around 15 OHS volunteers, their teens 

and spouses in some cases, arrived at 8:30a.m. to unload the various plant materials donated 

by some community minded retail sponsors in Oakville and to prepare the room and all the plant 

material.   

Quick instructions to the participants on the basic principles of putting together a pleasing flower 

arrangement and then eager hands went to work creating many unique colourful designs.  At the 

end of each of the four sessions, kids and adults looked very happy and expressed their 

appreciation at having the opportunity to create and take home a cheerful floral arrangement of 

their very own creation.    

Special thanks also goes out to Flower Deco on Lakeshore West who has been a generous 

supporter of this annual event for several years now.  Without donations from them and other 

sponsors in Oakville, this free, fun community activity would not be possible.   

Thanks again to all the dedicated volunteers who braved the snow that morning - great job!   

Florenda Tingle and Sheelagh Rowland 

2019 Fun With Flowers Co-Chairs  
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Oakville Horticultural Society Volunteers 
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