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 March Monthly Meeting 

Date: March 12,  2018 

Location: Knox Presbyterian Church, 89 Dunn Street  

Set-up Volunteers:   Sheelagh Rowland, Diana Wright and Jana Schilder 

Hospitality Volunteers:   Sheelagh Rowland,  Christel Mahncke and Trish Bottom  

Flower Show Clerks: Veronica Heiderich  

Oakville Horticultural Society March 2018  

 

  

Our speaker for March is  

Kat Granger  

 

Kat Granger is a Master Gardener and creator of 
Seeds of IMBOLC, (IM-Bulk) in Fergus where she 
indulges her passion, producing and selling  

heirloom organic seeds and plants. 

She is an instructor with the Upper Grand District 
School Board, focusing on sustainability and our  

intrinsic connection with nature through engaging 
workshops. 

Kat has been featured on the cable TV show 
ñLetôs Get Growingò several times, OMAFRA  

produce videos, spoken with Master Gardener & 
Horticultural societies, Pollination Guelph  

Symposium, Canada Blooms and many other 
venues. 

She also hosts a monthly newsletter ñHome on the 
Grangeò, writes articles for papers and 2 Facebook 
pages, and enjoys sparking gardening addictions. 

Kat will present the ñStory of our seed, then until 
now,ò their evolution through time and politics to the 
present.ò  
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  It is with great sadness we note that our gardening community 

    has lost a valued long time OHS member, Cathy Ryan on   

   Thursday, February 8
th
, 2018.    

      Cathy, a member since September 2010, joined the  

             executive committee as a membership  

     representative in 2015.  She participated in the Annual Garden 

       Tour as a hostess of a garden, she assisted in the upkeep 
      of the  Anderson Bridge Parkette and partook in the Annual 

Plant Sale.  She frequently submitted entries in the monthly horticultural flower shows. 

Catherine Mary Ryan was born in Oxford, on July 5th 1951.  She was a dedicated programmer for 
the Canadian Tire team for 30+ years, an avid gardener and lover of the arts. Anyone who knew her 
realized what a truly gentle soul she was who was beloved by all who met her. Cathy was  

predeceased by her husband Matthew Ryan, and is survived by her daughter, Emily, her mother 
Margaret, brother Jonathan and younger sister Judith, as well as her sisters and brothers in law,  

  Carol, Dick, Effie and Chris. 

  We offer our condolences to the family. Her name will be added to the  

  Ontario Horticultural Association "In Memoriam" book.  

I n  M e m o r y  o f  C a t h y  R y a n  

February was a sad month, as we learned of the sudden illness and passing of long-time OHS 

member Cathy Ryan. We have lost a dedicated volunteer and OHS supporter who generously 

gave her energies and time ï whatever our special initiative or event was, Cathy was sure to par-

ticipate. I cannot think of one activity I signed up for that Cathy was not present. She was quiet and 

easy-going and always willing to help. She was very involved in our design and horticulture exhibits 

as well, often sharing samples from her lovely garden. With her energy, thoughtfulness and creativ-

ity, Cathy epitomized all that is good about an enthusiastic gardener. As our Membership Chair, 

she was an excellent ambassador for the Society, welcoming new and renewing members with her 

gentle manner.  We will miss her thoughtful counsel at our Executive meetings and her smiling 

presence at our monthly meetings.  

Cathy at 2017 Fun with Flowers 
Cathy at District 6 Breakfast Meeting 

2016 Pot Luck & AGM 
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Fun with Flowers a Great Success! 

ñWho likes flowers?ò was the question posed to the crowd assembled at the start of each of the four 
sessions held at the Iroquois Ridge Community Centre on Monday, February 19

th
 ï Family Day.  Of 

course, all hands shot up with enthusiasm.  This free flower arranging workshop for kids and their 
adult companions was hugely popular again this year. We estimate 
there were close to 160 children and adults in attendance in all.   

The many OHS volunteers worked hard before and during the day 
of the workshop to ensure that everyone had a great experience.  
On the day of the event, a dozen or so OHS members arrived at 

9:00 am Monday and worked 
at unloading and preparing the 
plant material.  Additionally, we 
had help from a couple of volunteersô spouses, Myroslawa's 
son, and three student volunteers were also on hand to sweep 
the floor and keep an eye on the line-ups in the hallway before 
each session.  Special thanks to our town contact Stephanie 

Coughlin who was on hand to help things 
go smoothly before and during the event.  
Myroslawa did a fine job speaking about 
benefits of joining the OHS and distributing 
our tri-fold Oakville Horticultural Society in-
formation pamphlet to the folks in the  

hallway waiting to get in. Each of the ses-
sions seemed to go more quickly this year 
due to volunteers who 'pre-greened' the 

oasis-filled fish 
cans with some 
greenery/ferns as a first step.  At the end of each session, kids and 
adults looked happy and expressed appreciation at having an oppor-
tunity to create and go home with a cheerful floral arrangement of their 
own creation.    

Many of our usual sponsors came through 
this year thanks to the four volunteers who 
approached them during the month before to 

ask for their support and 
did the pick up just before 
Family Day.  John G. 
Hofland Ltd., where we 
were able to spend $200 
(from the Town of Oakville) 
on flowers and oasis at 
wholesale prices, also do-
nated plant material this 
year.  Special thanks also go out to Flower Deco on 
Lakeshore West.  They have been a  

  generous supporter of this annual event for several years and this year was 

   no different.  They donated so much material that some product needed  

 

Let me take a picture! 

Itôs all mine! 
Mom, I can do this! 


