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In 1957, the Oakville Horticultural Society was incorporated under the Ontario
Agricultural and Horticultural Organizations Act (R.S.O. 1990, Chapter A.9) and is a
member in good standing of the Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA). The OHA is
currently comprised of 270 autonomous local societies with over 30,000 members.
There are 19 regional districts. Our Society is in District 6, “The Carolinian District”,
which covers the regions of Brant, Haldimand- Norfolk, Halton, and HamiltonWentworth and includes 21 member societies.

MISSION
Oakville Horticultural Society (OHS) aims to encourage interest and improvement in
horticulture by holding regular meetings, organizing guest speakers, and conducting
exhibitions of flowers, vegetables and decorative arrangements. OHS also
endeavors to stimulate an interest in gardening in the youth of our community, and
encourages the beautification of private homes and public properties. In addition, the
Society seeks to protect plant diversity in our community’s forest and wetland areas.

ORGANIZATION OF THE SOCIETY
The Oakville Horticultural Society operates under a constitution and by-laws (last
revised in 2010). The executive consists of a president, two vice-presidents, a
secretary, a treasurer and the past- president. The Executive Committee, including
the Officers and Directors of the Society, shall not total more than twelve. Directors
conduct the affairs of the society, chair committees and establish programs and
projects. The executive is elected at the December Annual General Meeting. Officers
and Directors are expected to commit to hold office for at least a two-year term with
the exception of the past-president who serves a one-year term. Mid term vacancies
are filled by appointment by the executive. Two Financial Reviewers (Auditors) shall
be elected at the annual meeting, or the society may choose to use an outside
Certified Accountant. Members of the Executive Committee shall not perform the
Audit. The yearly proposed budget is presented at the AGM for member approval.

COMMITTEES:
To keep the activities of our Society running smoothly, there are committees to help
plan each event. All members of our Society are invited to take part in this process.
The following is a listing of some of the activities you could become involved with:
Awards, Draw Table, Garden Tour, Junior Program, Library, Membership,
Monthly Shows, Newsletter Editor, Newsletter Mailings, Nominations, Plants,
Bulbs and Seeds, Plant Sale, Program, Publicity, Public Planting,
Refreshment/Hospitality, Set Up, Telephone Committee, Web Site.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
OHS provides many benefits to its members while making a real difference in the
community. From learning about orchids to creating water-wise landscapes, you will
find many opportunities to grow and learn. The benefits of membership include:
•
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•
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•
•
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•
•
•
•
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•
•

Camaraderie & fellowship with fellow gardeners
Monthly meetings with excellent speakers
Monthly draw prizes
Friendly Master Gardeners available for advice
Judged horticulture and design flower shows — held from March to November
Judged photography shows at the March and November meetings
Monthly newsletter, delivered by email
Great prices on unique seeds, bulbs and plants
Annual OHS plant sale and garden tour
Workshops and demonstrations
A junior garden club for your children (ages 6–9)
Wonderful community gardening projects
Potluck dinner
Discounts at nurseries, garden shows and events
Many shared projects with affiliated groups
Rewarding volunteer opportunities in OHS events and projects
Website — our repository for news, events, and Society information

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
•
•
•
•
•

Single: $20.00
Family: $30.00 for two adults at the same address
Junior: $1.00 for children between 6 and 17 years of age (non-voting)
Lifetime: No fee, elected by the Executive (voting)
Honorary: No fee, elected by the Executive (non-voting)

Your membership number, found on your membership card, is used when entering
competitions at the monthly meetings. The Society’s membership year is
from November 1st to October 31st.

MEETINGS
Oakville Horticultural Society meetings are held in MacMillan Hall at Knox
Presbyterian Church at 7.30 p.m. on the second Monday of the month. The date is
adjusted for October (Thanksgiving) as advised in the newsletter and on the website.
There are no meetings in July and August. The Annual General Meeting, with
induction of the Executive, is held in December. Notification of meeting cancellation
will be posted on the Society’s web site and announced on local media.

ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
Ours is a busy Society — built by and for our members – with activities for all. There
are over a dozen committees and members are invited to dig in and get involved at
whatever level suits. It does not take a lot of time and it’s a great way to meet new
people, increase your fun in the Society, learn something new and most importantly
make a difference.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
The Society meets monthly September through June. Meetings feature informative
and entertaining guest speakers and demonstrations on all aspects of indoor and
outdoor gardening and landscaping. Bring your gardening questions; a master
Gardener is available to help. Draw prizes add to the fun. Quality bulbs, plants and
seeds may be offered for sale at reasonable prices. Meetings conclude with tea,
coffee, and goodies and viewing the entries in our seasonal floral and photography
competitions.

JUDGED COMPETITIONS
Excluding December to February, meetings include Horticulture (flowers, plants
etc.), Design (flower arrangements) and/or Photography shows. You can receive a
copy of the Monthly Show Guide from either the show convenor or download a copy
from the Society web site. Members are encouraged to participate in these
competitions. Prizes are awarded annually to members accumulating the highest
number of points in these competitions.

JUNIOR PROGRAM
If you have young people in your family, they can begin to share your enthusiasm for
gardening through participation in our Junior Program. Children, ages 6 to 9, have
an opportunity to plant their own allotment gardens and to show their efforts at
Society events. Our Junior Garden is located behind the Town Greenhouse on
Cornwall Road.

COMMUNITY GARDENS
In 2010, OHS held a major fundraiser with internationally acclaimed photographer
Freeman Patterson, to establish a Sustainable Garden Fund. Volunteers are needed
to help maintain the public gardens developed with these funds.
THE ANDERSON BRIDGE PARKETTE “Garden for Life”
In 2011, OHS transformed a small formal garden our society maintained at the
corner of Forsythe and Rebecca into a park-wide water efficient biodiverse garden.
THE FIELDS OF SPRING PROJECT
Two mass plantings of daffodils with eco-grass have been established near Sir John
Colbourne Lodge and Postridge Park.
BUCKTHORN REMOVAL AND RESTORATION PROJECT
In 2016, the OHS partnered with the Town of Oakville and P.O.W.E.R (Protect Our
Water and Environmental Resources) to begin removal of buckthorn from an area
around Glen Oak Creek Trail located in the Glen Abbey. This activity is being done
to restore and protect the Biodiversity of the trail system in Oakville.

FUNDRAISING
PLANT SALE
This event, a major fund-raising activity, is held on a Saturday morning in early
spring. Members are encouraged to get out into their gardens, dig up, divide
interesting plant material, and pot those specimens they wish to share. Digging and
dividing will help promote a better healthier garden for you, and increase the plants
we can offer at the sale. Sharing this material with others helps to spread interest in
gardening. Our Society offers this donated material to the public at competitive
prices. Members are encouraged to volunteer to help organize and to be available
on the morning of the Plant Sale to meet the public to help make the sale a success.
‘Through The Garden Gate’ - OUR ANNUAL GARDEN TOUR
This popular fundraising event features several secret gardens of Oakville. Tickets,
in the form of a map with garden descriptions, are sold at various local retail outlets
to members of the public. There are many ways to get involved with the garden
tour. You can help to organize the tour, find new gardens to feature or to volunteer
your own garden. You can volunteer to be a garden host, guiding the public on the
tour day. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn more about plant material
placed in different garden settings.

ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES
All horticultural society members are invited to participate at the OHA
Annual General Meeting and Convention. Each year it is convened at
a different community in Ontario. It is an opportunity to meet, learn and
share in the successes of other societies. Many OHA awards are
given out at the Annual Convention. In 2012 the OHS was presented with the OHA
Community Improvement Award, as well as a special commendation from the
Province of Ontario for our Anderson Bridge Parkette ‘Garden for Life’ project.
The OHA also posts province wide horticultural events and activities on their website
www.gardenontario.org and in their newsletter the Trillium.

DISTRICT 6 ACTIVITIES
The District 6 Annual General Meeting is held on a Saturday in early spring and is
hosted by a different society each year. The meeting includes competitions in
Horticulture and Design, door prizes, a business session with brief director’s reports,
guest speakers and workshops. All members are urged to attend. District 6 also
holds regular breakfast and dinner meetings where all interested District 6 society
members can network and share ideas. The dates of these events are announced at
our monthly meetings, in the newsletter and on the website.

A Brief History
The White Oaks Horticultural Society was formed with an initial membership of 140 people
on January 10, 1957 at Brantwood Public School. Beginning February 11 of the same year,
the Society held its first meeting in Knox Presbyterian Church in downtown Oakville. In
January 1962, the Society changed its name to the Oakville Horticultural Society and in
1989, our logo was added to the community service clubs’ signboard on Dorval Drive. To
commemorate the Society’s 25 year anniversary in June 1982 we honoured our surviving
charter members: Allan Fish, Barbara Gunyon, Mr. and Mrs. J. Lefroy, Ruth Robertson,
and Mrs. R. E. Purvis.
Over the years, our Society has made many contributions to Oakville. We have helped to
beautify public spaces, hospitals and cancer hospices. We have donated time and money
to encourage our young people to learn about horticulture and care for the environment.
We support healthy gardening and healthy natural spaces. Some past horticultural projects
and accomplishments include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Flowering crab trees in downtown Oakville
Bulbs, perennials and trees at Gairloch Gardens
Annuals and bulbs at George’s Square
Perennials and bulbs at Erchless Estates
Bulbs for the grounds at the Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital and designed and
constructed the rooftop garden
Redesigned, planted and maintain the Anderson Bridge Parkette as a public
education garden that is water efficient and bio-diverse
Led committee participation in creating of a Town Boulevard Garden Procedure
Garlic Mustard removal from Iroquois Shoreline Woods and Winston Park Woods
Financial support has been provided to: the White Oaks Secondary School
Programs, the Town of Oakville greenhouses, Master Gardeners of Ontario, Ian
Anderson House, Wellspring, Oakvillegreen Groundbreakers, Oakville Trafalgar High
School for tree planting and maintenance, Green Glade School Sustainable garden
project
Our OHS newsletter, website and other publications have regularly taken top honors
at the annual OHA Convention competition among member societies.
Fields of Spring daffodil/ecolawn gardens near Sir Colbourne Lodge and Postridge
Park.

Over the years many members of our Society members have received accolades and
awards for their service to our Society, horticulture and the community. The OHA Silver
Medal Award is the highest award given by the Association. The award recognizes
outstanding work in the advancement of horticulture in accordance with the aims of the
Association as outlined in its constitution. OHS member, John Simkins was presented with
this award at the OHA convention in Hamilton in June 1996. You can learn more about
these awards on the OHA website www.gardenontario.org.
The Society maintains a scrapbook of interesting pictures and information on our history.
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